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tennis-courts and a narrow strip of sea* There
are several offshoots from the main hall* which are
used as bridge* reading* and sitting-rooms ; there
is also a dining-room and a bar*
The club* except for a stray member or two* is
empty until tea-time* when it begins to fill with
those coming in from tennis* or some other form of
exercise* and who demand tea* From six-thirty
onwards* people gradually drift in to sit at the
small tables, either in the hall itself or* in summer*
upon the verandah* where it is cool and pleasant*
Here they talk* smoke* and drink* or just read the
papers* As the evening wears on* others appear
from cocktail-parties* in search of a meal and more
drink* Then a gramophone plays the latest dirge*
and a few couples can be seen sauntering over the
floor for the remainder of the evening*
On Saturday nights a full band appears and the
club really becomes animated* and when the Fleet
is in harbour as many as four hundred people con-
gregate to dance and amuse themselves* Let us
join a party on a typical Saturday night and see
what happens* I will be one of the guests in a small
gathering*
I have been bidden by letter to attend at eight
o'clock and* clad in a dinner-jacket (full evening-
dress is not worn)* I enter the club by the front
entrance* Here* just inside, is the hall-porter in his